 [image: image1.png]NATURAL
ENVIRONMENT
RESEARCH COUNCIL



                                                                             [image: image2.png]British Ecological Society




Knowledge  Exchange  Learning & Development Workshops

Engaging With policy- makers
18th and 19th May 2010
Defra innovation centre, reading
This training event is provided for members of the British Ecological Society and NERC-funded researchers undertaking research of potential relevance to policy, particularly within the context of the “Living with Environmental Change” programme:

http://www.lwec.org.uk/about-living-environmental-change/aims
http://www.lwec.org.uk/objectives
aims:
To support attendees’ science to policy activities through:
· Providing information about means of engagement with policy and how this can best proceed

· Providing an opportunity to practice communication skills

· Establishment of a science to policy professional network to facilitate ongoing science to policy discussion and sharing of best practice

Broader aims of the workshop are:

· To build a cohort of ‘ambassadors’ within the ecological science community, well-versed in the means by which the policy process develops and able to communicate this to others in their departments and wider networks.  

· To network and share experiences with colleagues from other research institutions and public sector organisations

· To develop a framework for participants to create a knowledge exchange strategy
· To explore effective means of maintaining the network following the workshop as a resource for policymakers, NERC and BES

BES & NERC support:
The BES and NERC will cover all expenses, except participants' travel costs.  (A cancellation fee of £200 will be charged unless notice of withdrawal is given ten workings days prior to the event.)

venue:
The workshop will be held at the Defra Innovation Centre, Reading. The address is: Innovation Centre, 5th Floor, North Gate House, 21-23 Valpy Street, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 1AR, Tel. 0118 955 7800.  The Innovation Centre is very close to Reading train station (see Streetmap). 
duration: 
Tea/Coffee will be available from 10.00am on 18th May.  The first session will commence promptly at 10.30am. The final session will conclude by 15.30 on 19th May. 

Accommodation will be provided near the conference centre as required, at the Mecure George Hotel (+ 44 (0)118 957 3445).  Please note that we are only expecting to fund accommodation for the night of the 18th May.  If you require accommodation for the night before the workshop (17th May) this can be arranged by contacting the George or one of the other recommended hotels directly.

Hotels recommended by the Innovation Centre:

Novotel: +44 (0)118 952 2600

Ibis Hotel: +44 (0)118 953 3500
Royal County Hotel: +44 (0)118 958 3455

limit:
To maximise interaction, attendance will be limited to 30.
enquiries:
NERC funded researchers, please contact Lesley Aspinall of the Science to Policy Team: laa@nerc.ac.uk or +44 (0)1793 411536 for queries about the content of the workshop or any other questions. BES members who are not funded by the NERC can contact Ceri Margerison, BES Policy Officer: Ceri@BritishEcologicalSociety.org (020 7685 2500).
application: 
Please complete the attached form and email it to: Knowledge@nerc.ac.uk by Friday 16th April 2010. 
TOPICS:

Workshop sessions will include:
· Best practice sharing with mentors

· Policymaking presentation by a policymaker

· Working with policymaking case study

· Communication skills: written and oral
A detailed programme will be sent to those selected to participate and will reflect your interests and experience.

contributors:
The event will be facilitated by Jason Macleod (IBM Global Business Service and Defra Innovation Centre). 
Guest speakers and mentors from both research and practice will also attend.  Confirmed speakers and mentors will be announced after the participants have been selected.

Knowledge  Exchange  Learning & Development Workshop: Application Form

	Name (for name badge)
	

	NERC Reference number and/or BES membership number
	

	Institution
	

	Area of research interest
	

	Date completed PhD/ Number of years since completion
	

	Email Address
	


Field(s) of policy and practice to which your research can contribute
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Knowledge exchange experience

Experience of communicating with policy-makers

[image: image4]
What do you hope to achieve from attendance at this workshop?
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What questions do you hope the workshop will answer about knowledge exchange?


Please provide a short summary of your research to date (300 words Maximum)


This information will be compiled with other summaries into one document and will be sent to each delegate prior to the workshop for information. Please indicate here if you do not wish your summary to be included  FORMCHECKBOX 

Accommodation and Dietary Requirements

Will you require Accommodation on the 18th May 2010 ?
Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 


No  FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	Special Accommodation Requirements
	


Will you attend the networking dinner on the 18th May 2010?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 


No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Special Dietary Requirements
	


Do you require additional accommodation?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

I require an additional night on the 17th May . I have contacted the hotel directly to arrange this.
No  FORMCHECKBOX 
 

I do not require an additional night

Travel

Please note that although travel advice can be provided, travel expenses will not be covered by the BES or NERC.

	Acceptance of Terms and Conditions

	Impact

Due to the growing importance of Impact placed upon the Research Councils by the Government, the NERC is required to report and evaluate all activities undertaken. As a participant of the Knowledge Transfer Learning and Development Workshops you will be required to complete an evaluation form at the end of the workshop and also a follow-on impact form a few months after the event. We would be grateful if you can keep us updated on how you are applying the skills you have learnt.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I accept the Impact terms and conditions

Cancellations

Please note cancellations must be in writing and can only be accepted up to 10 working days before the event.  Cancellations after this date cannot be processed and a payment of £200 will be charged to you for incurred expenses.  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I accept the cancellation terms and conditions



	SIGNATURES

	Applicant
	

	Date
	DD/MM/YYYY

	Line Manager
	

	Date
	DD/MM/YYYY


If you are unable to include electronic signatures, please send a signed hard copy of your form in addition to an electronic copy to: 
Lesley Aspinall, Science to Policy Team, NERC, Polaris House, North Star Avenue, Swindon, SN2 1EU.








































